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1- Context background 

The fifth edition of the Global Biodiversity Outlook1 defined pathways to reaching the 

Convention on Biological Diversity’s 2050 Vision of Living in Harmony with Nature. 
Among the eight main transitions needed to put the world on track to bending the 

curve of biodiversity loss, the GBO5 highlighted the role of agri-food systems 

transformation in: 

- “Sustainable agriculture transition: Redesigning agricultural systems through 

agro-ecological and other innovative approaches, so as to enhance productivity 

while minimising negative impacts on biodiversity.”2 

- “Sustainable food systems transition: Enabling sustainable and healthy diets with 

a greater emphasis on a diversity of foods, mostly plant-based, and more moderate 

consumption of meat and fish, as well as dramatic cuts in the waste involved in 

food supply and consumption.”3 

Indeed, a successful Global Deal for Nature and People can only be one that truly puts 

the world on the path to an equitable, carbon-neutral, and nature-positive world and 

creates bridges between biosphere protection and sustainable development.  

Agri-food systems count among the most pressing contemporary challenges and 

opportunities to trigger these positive changes for nature and people. At the same 

time, agri-food systems transformation has an important leverage to bring progress 

for biodiversity, climate and human development. From unsustainable farming 

practices and value chains, harmful agricultural subsidies, imported deforestation to 

food security, healthy nutrition and diet changes, climate-smart agriculture and 

agroecology, green jobs and equity in supply chains, the evolution of agri-food systems 

offers many opportunities for a green and equitable recovery. While some very 

ambitious plans – including the EU Farm to Fork Strategy– offer innovative solutions to 

this end, a strong science-based policy dialogue is needed to align plans for a 

sustainable transition of agri-food systems, including food security and nutrition action 

with the respect of the planet’s health and prosperity needs.  

This webinar will present some of the most salient points of such a transformative 

ambition, and will open the space to discuss how the path to CBD COP15 and the 

upcoming UN Food Systems Summit in September 2021 could become a turning point 

for agriculture, food systems, biodiversity and sustainable development. 

— 
1 GBO5 - https://www.cbd.int/gbo/gbo5/publication/gbo-5-en.pdf 
2 Ibid., 20. 
3 Ibid., 21 

https://www.cbd.int/gbo/gbo5/publication/gbo-5-en.pdf
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This webinar will offer the space for a wide array of participants to become more 

familiar with the centrality of agri-food systems and the importance of their 

transformation in contributing to an ambitious post-2020 global biodiversity 

framework. It will also shed light on the convergence between agri-food systems and 

biodiversity agendas, and will highlight the role of a mutually-beneficial dialogue 

between both sectors, supporting informal conversations between negotiators, 

stakeholders and experts.  

The online session will be divided in two sequences. The first part will introduce a state-

of-play as to recent reports, initiatives and discussions on fostering mutually 

supportive goals and agendas within agri-food systems and biodiversity communities. 

It will provide an overview of enablers for aligned ambitions and implementation, 

taking into account the contributions by all levels of government and all stakeholders. 

The second part will focus on opportunities and challenges to move this agenda 

forward, as well as triggers for transformative change. Each of these parts will be 

illustrated by the panellists who will then answer the questions asked by the 

participants. 

The UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the Food Systems Summit will share some 

opening observations, and the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD) will close the session, sharing their thoughts on upcoming milestones 

and future prospects for enhanced convergence, cooperation and mutual support in 

achieving food systems and biodiversity-related goals. 
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2- Agenda 

April 13, 2021 – 13:00-15:30 (CEST) 
 

12:45 –13:00 Registration and technical testing 

13:00 –13:25 Welcome & practicalities  

 Didier Babin, Post-2020 Biodiversity Framework – 

EU Support 

Introduction by the moderator 

  Dr. François Pythoud, Special Envoy International 

Sustainable Agriculture, Federal Office for 

Agriculture (Switzerland) and Chair, FAO 

Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and 

Agriculture. 

Opening words  

 Dr. Agnes Kalibata, UN Secretary-General’s Special 

Envoy for the Food Systems Summit 

 Basile Van Havre, Co-Chair of the Open-ended 

Working Group on the post-2020 framework of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 

Part 1: A call for convergence: bringing together agri-food systems and biodiversity action 

13:25 –13:55 (1) Science-Policy dialogue on food systems and biodiversity (10’) 
 Patrick Caron, Vice President for International 

Affairs, University of Montpellier (France), Former 

Chair of the High-Level Panel of Experts (HLPE) on 

the Food Security and Nutrition Steering Committee 

(2015-2019) 

(2) Assessing the role of agri-food activities in biodiversity loss: evidence-

based contribution to a successful CBD COP15 (10’) 
 Ana María Hernández Salgar, Chair, 

Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on 

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) 

(3) An African Perspective to reconcile Food Systems and Biodiversity 

(10’) 
 Prof. Lindiwe Majele Sibanda, Director and Chairwoman, 

African Research Universities Alliance Centre of Excellence in 

Sustainable Food Systems at the University of Pretoria (South 

Africa) 
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13:55 –14:25 Questions and Answers - Open discussion 

 

Moderator:  Dr. François Pythoud 

Part 2: Pathways and operational solutions for biodiversity-friendly agri-food systems  

14:25 –14:55 (1) Nutrition, food security and agriculture: contributions and co-benefits 

from nature (10’) 

 Gerda Verburg, UN Assistant Secretary-General and Coordinator, 

Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement 

(2)  Green jobs creation for youth in agri-food systems (10’)  

 Jhannel Tomlinson, Young Professionals for Agricultural 

Development (YPARD) 

 

(4) Perspectives from the private sector, from global strategies to the 

implementation of biodiversity-friendly agri-food systems (10’) 

 Dr. Suneel Pandey, Vice President Procurement & Supply Chain 

(Raw Material), ITC Ltd. 

14:55 –15:25 Questions and Answers - Open discussion 
 

Moderator: Dr. François Pythoud 

Closing sequence: Towards an ambitious strategy for biodiversity/agri-food synergies in 2021 

and beyond: milestones and future prospects 

15:25 –15:35 Wrap-up & cross-cutting takeaways 

 

 Elizabeth Maruma Mrema, Executive Secretary of 

the Convention on Biological Diversity 
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3- Practical information 

Exchanges will mainly take place in English, simultaneous interpretation will be 

available in English, French, and Spanish.  

Attendees will have continuous access to the chat, serving as a space for exchange 

between panellists and participants (no speaking opportunity). Questions can be 

framed anonymously or not, either in English, French or Spanish. They will be selected 

in by the organisers and shared with the moderator in the relevant order, to make sure 

all contributions are included and valued. 

Kindly note that this is a registration-based webinar. Please register on this link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IE5GFB5FScqiIRwgLsPBmQ. 

 

 The meeting room will be opened starting 12:45 (CEST), please connect before the 

sessions start (13:00 CEST) if possible. 

 Best experience is when using a computer rather than connecting via mobile. 

 Interpretation: a dedicated button in the Zoom interface will enable you to switch 

languages in English, Spanish and French. To only hear the interpreted language, click on 

Mute Original Audio. 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IE5GFB5FScqiIRwgLsPBmQ
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