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Decades ago, it was easy for many to dismiss biodi-
versity loss and climate change impacts as a conspira-

cy or an exaggerated issue. Now, we need only look out 
our window to see the devastating impacts of biodiversity 

loss and climate change, and to realize we are living in a time 
of urgency. 

Indeed, the frequent life-threatening floods and droughts of recent 
years, along with the local extinction of valuable plants and animals, allow 

all sectors of society to see the environmental crisis in real time. From the 
bank accounts of businesses to the livelihoods of local communities, the dual 

climate and biodiversity crisis is hitting everyone everywhere. As a result, there is 
more awareness than ever that action is needed. But who should take this action? 

And what does action really look like in a crisis that is so complex?

 In Africa, it is crucial to empower youth, who make up about 70 per cent of the population, 
to take action. We often mention this as a sweeping statement, but it gives us pride to see 

that the Africa Chapter of the Global Youth Biodiversity Network (GYBN Africa) is a testament to 
the sense of urgency and willingness among African youth to take action. The network already mobi-

lises youth from across 30 African countries where there are GYBN national chapters, and through the 
African Youth Summit on Biodiversity it engages youth beyond the countries where there are chapters. 

This new brochure is further testament to the fact that African youth are not just about talk, but also 
about action. It contains innovative ideas and projects they are championing to implement the GBF 
(Global Biodiversity Framework), recently renamed ‘The Biodiversity Plan For Life on Earth’. It gives a 
guide on where and how we can support meaningful and tangible youth-led action on the continent. 
The ideas and projects herein are indeed as diverse as needed to address the complex nature of the 
planetary crisis.

We encourage you, dear reader, to support this and other initiatives, and thus give life to these trans-
formative, holistic approaches that exemplify the whole-of-society approach we need to live in harmony 
with nature.

Hugo Rivera Mendonza
Team Leader

Post2020 Global Biodiversity Framework 
EU-Support Project

Prisca Daka
Coordinator

Global Youth Biodiversity 
Network - Africa Chapter

Kaddu Sebunya
CEO

African Wildlife Foundation



Picture: © Ismail El hassani

4 5



Global Youth Biodiversity Network – African Regional Chapter

The Global Youth Biodiversity Network Africa (GYBN Africa) is a regional chapter of GYBN, an interna-
tional network of youth organisations and individuals from every region of the globe, who have united 
together with a common goal: to prevent the loss of biodiversity and preserve the Earth’s natural re-
sources. 

As the official group for youth in the negotiations under the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), 
GYBN is committed to bringing the opinions and positions of young people into the political process, 
thereby empowering young people to take action. Recognised and supported by the CBD Secretariat, 
GYBN seeks to inspire global youth and future leaders to work for the sustainable use and conserva-
tion of biodiversity, to ensure a healthy global environment and enduring societies. 

GYBN Africa seeks to bring the voice of young Africans to biodiversity policy arenas, 
empower African youth, and raise awareness about the values of biodiversity 
among African people. To this end, GYBN Africa has supported the deve-
lopment of 38 national chapters, with the hope of expanding to all 
African countries in the near future.

Post 2020 Global Biodiversity 
Framework - EU Support Project

Currently in its 2nd Phase, the Post-2020 Bio-
diversity Framework – EU Support project is an 
EU-funded initiative, implemented by Expertise 
France. 

The project seeks to foster an ambitious imple-
mentation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Bio-
diversity Framework, The Biodiversity Plan For 
Life on Earth, through a wide variety of activities: 
workshops, knowledge products, awareness-rai-
sing campaigns, technical assistance and support 
to decision-makers. 

Focusing on supporting key partners in Latin Ame-
rica, Africa and Asia to implement concrete ‘trans-
formative actions’, the main goal of the project is 
to move from a strategic vision to operational and 
actionable changes by: 
mainstreaming biodiversity across public policy at 
different levels of governance;
engaging all stakeholders across society and sec-
tor impacting and dependent on nature;

ensuring transition 
to sustainable food 
production and con-
sumption;
enhancing the visibility of 
green cities and their contributions 
to biodiversity; 
promoting ecosystem restoration and the 
sustainable use of genetic resources;
fostering landscape and seascape approaches 
as a vehicle for the implementation of the Sustai-
nable Development Goals (SDGs).
     
The partnership between the Post-2020 Biodiver-
sity Framework – EU Support project, GYBN Africa 
and AWF is an example of a successful outcome. It 
bears witness to the commitment of youth throu-
gh the implementation, monitoring, reporting and 
decision-making processes related to biodiversity 
conservation and at the same time showcases 
concrete youth-led actions that contribute to bio-
diversity conservation efforts across Africa. 

African Wildlife Foundation

The African Wildlife Foundation is the primary advocate for the 
protection of wildlife and their habitats as an essential part of 
a modern and prosperous Africa. Founded in 1961 during the 
African independence movement in order to build the capacity 
of Africans to steward their natural resources, AWF articulates 
a uniquely African vision, bridging science, education, public 
policy, and field programmes to demonstrate the benefits of 
conservation and build a future for Africa where people and 
wildlife thrive. 

AWF  is focused on mainstreaming conservation as an essen-
tial part of Africa’s future, growing nature-based economies 
at the local and national levels, and providing resources for 
wildlife conservation to partners on the ground. The founda-
tion integrates this work across three approaches: Leading for 
Wildlife, Living with Wildlife, and Caring for Wildlife. Together, 
they represent emphasis on driving an African-led conservation 
agenda across Africa and the world, creating opportunities for 
people living on the frontlines of conservation and ensuring 
wildlife thrive across Africa.
 
As an Africa-based, African-led global conservation organiza-
tion, present in 10 countries and 17 landscapes, AWF is uniquely 
positioned to work effectively at all levels of decision-making 
to lead and advise from an authentic, trusted perspective. The 
foundation’s repertoire of professional networks, tools, and 
practical experience, built through partnerships and more than 
60 years of implementation, demonstrates how conservation 
and development can and must be delivered together.
 Today, AWF is building on this legacy to spearhead an Afri-
can-led conservation movement. Leveraging its relationships 
and networks, the foundation is investing in leaders at all levels 
to drive progress and decision-making that benefits people and 
wildlife.

The African Wildlife Foundation (AWF) demonstrates its com-
mitment to youth engagement through various youth enga-
gement initiatives including a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with the Global Youth Biodiversity Network (GYBN) Afri-
ca. As key partners to the first and second Africa Youth Sum-
mit on Biodiversity since its inception , AWF actively supports 
and empowers young leaders in biodiversity conservation. This 
partnership underscores AWF’s dedication to fostering a new 
generation of conservationists, ensuring that youth voices are 
integral to shaping Africa’s conservation agenda and driving 
sustainable development across the continent. Learn more 
about AWF’s youth fellowships and partnerships: https://www.
awf.org/news/awf-charles-r-wall-fellowships  
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In the spirit of empowering young people to champion 
biodiversity conservation, this catalogue proudly pre-
sents the outcomes of the Youth-Led Innovative Pro-
jects Pitch Competition, an initiative stemming from 
the 2nd AYSB of 2023. We invite you to embark on a 
journey of discovery, where each page reveals the pas-
sion, creativity and boundless potential of African youth 
in championing biodiversity conservation.

The top 10 projects featured in this catalogue un-
derwent meticulous selection from a pool of 18 sub-
missions, with each project evaluated against a com-
prehensive set of criteria. These criteria were carefully 
crafted to ensure alignment with the KMGBF goals and 
targets and to promote tangible implementation activi-
ties for biodiversity conservation. The projects encom-
pass the necessity for meaningful youth engagement 
and leadership. They demonstrate innovation in tackling 
biodiversity conservation challenges and illustrate how 
a complex issue can be feasibly and sustainably de-
signed to lead impact. The projects also stood out for 
fostering partnerships and collaboration in their imple-
mentation plans as well as for demonstrating robust 
monitoring and evaluation plans. Through this rigorous 
evaluation process, the selected projects demonstrate 
a commitment to moving beyond rhetoric to tangible 
actions, as they champion real-world solutions for the 
preservation of our planet’s biodiversity.

While these projects only represent four regions of 
Africa (West Africa, Central Africa, Eastern Africa and 
Southern Africa), they stand as a testament to the 
huge spirit of commitment and tangible action led by 
young people across the continent. They represent just 
a glimpse of the many possibilities that exist in Afri-
ca. They make a case for the urgent need to invest in 
empowering young people to continue championing 
biodiversity conservation efforts, as they hold the key 
to shaping a more sustainable future for Africa and the 
planet as a whole.

The projects showcased here invite us to appreciate 
the diverse landscape of innovation that has develo-
ped across the African continent. From the sun-kissed 
shores of Benin to the sprawling savannahs of Burkina 
Faso, and from the dense rainforests of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo to the bustling urban landscapes 
of South Africa, each project represents a unique bea-
con of hope, illuminating the path towards a brighter, 
more sustainable future.

Amidst this diversity, some of the featured projects are 
still in the idea stage, where seeds of creativity are just 
beginning to sprout, awaiting nurturing and support to 

blossom into full-fledged initiatives. Others are at the 
inception stage, where the groundwork is laid and plans 
are taking shape, ready to be cultivated into impactful 
actions. And yet, there are those at the scale-up sta-
ge, where successful endeavours are expanding their 
reach, amplifying their impact and inspiring others to 
follow suit.

In Benin, initiatives are taking root in Ouidah and Kpo-
massè, to educate and empower children and parents 
to safeguard vital mangrove ecosystems. Meanwhile, 
the concept of collective gardens is fostering commu-
nity cohesion and resilience and championing inclusive 
biodiversity spatial planning in the village of Maréborou 
– a testament to the power of grassroots action.

In the heart of Burkina Faso, amidst the verdant beauty 
of the W-Arly-Pendjari complex, internally displaced 
students find solace and purpose. Through agroecolo-
gical production, the project promises to forge connec-
tions with the land, thereby contributing to the conser-
vation of biodiversity in villages bordering this precious 
ecosystem.

In Cameroon, a clarion call echoes through the lush fo-
rests of Bénoué National Park, rallying young minds and 
communities to protect their natural heritage. Armed 
with knowledge and innovation, they confront threats 
to biodiversity head-on, embracing sustainable solu-
tions such as Black Soldier Fly technology. Together, 
they stand as guardians of a cherished legacy, forging a 
path towards harmony between humanity and nature.

In Goma, North Kivu, a city renowned for its striking 
natural scenery and its lively music scene, an ongoing 
project seeks to strengthen the inclusion and partici-
pation of youth with disabilities and indigenous peoples 
in biodiversity-related decision-making. This initiative 
aims to ensure that these often marginalized groups 
have a voice in managing and protecting North Kivu’s 
biodiversity by educating them about biodiversity and 
environmental protection, training them in sustainable 
agricultural practices, and actively involving them in 
conservation efforts.

Across the rugged terrain of Comoé National Park in 
Côte d’Ivoire, an idea is brewing to unite local com-
munities in safeguarding the majestic African golden 
cat from the perils of hunting and the bushmeat trade. 
Through a community-driven conservation plan, they 
are forging bonds of solidarity that help ensure the 
survival of the species and of traditions for generations 
to come.

In the Greater Virunga Transboundary Landscape 
(GVTL), spanning the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Rwanda, and Uganda, an ongoing project underscores 
that biodiversity knows no boundaries, highlighting 
the need for collaborative efforts. This initiative aims 
to strengthen youth involvement in regional conserva-
tion programs by mobilizing youth, gathering diverse 
ideas, and guiding impactful projects and plans for the 
Greater Virunga Landscape’s benefit. It seeks to create 
a space for youth integration with a common goal of 
GVTL conservation.

In Thohoyandou, within the Thulamela Local Municipa-
lity of South Africa, a new phase of a project is enhan-
cing the ecological health of the Luvuvhu River within 
the Vhembe Biosphere Reserve, a UNESCO-recognized 
site known for its rich biodiversity. The project focuses 
on mitigating plastic pollution, promoting sustainable 
waste management, and fostering community enga-
gement. By revitalizing the river’s ecosystem, reducing 
plastic pollution, and initiating upcycling projects, the 
community is driving a shift towards sustainable practi-
ces and a circular economy.

In the shimmering waters of Lake Victoria, a call to 
action reverberates – a call to protect a vital lifeli-
ne for countless communities. Inspired by the urgent 
warnings of the International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN), a project is taking shape to reverse 
the tide of ecological decline. By promoting sustainable 
fishing practices and empowering local communities 
to become stewards of their shared heritage, they are 
embarking on a journey of restoration and renewal, sa-
feguarding not only the lake’s biodiversity but also the 
livelihoods of those who depend on it.

Beyond these stories lies an invitation – to immerse 
yourself in the tales of change-makers, to champion the 
voices of tomorrow, and to stand as guardians of our 
planet’s precious biodiversity. Let these stories inspire 
you to action.

Navigating through the catalogue is designed to be 

intuitive and informative. Each project is presented 
across two pages, offering comprehensive insights into 
its objectives, strategies and potential impact. Within 
each project profile, you will find essential informa-
tion, including the project’s title, stage of development 
(whether it’s new, at inception or at scale), a brief 
background of the context, the problem the project 
addresses, the proposed solution, and how it aligns with 
the KMGBF.

Furthermore, the profile details the geographical area 
where the project aims to make an impact, key stake-
holders involved, strategies to achieve objectives, ex-
pected outcomes, sustainability plans, and the project’s 
budget. Additionally, you will find contact information 
for the project lead, providing an avenue for further 
engagement or support. With this structured approach, 
you can easily navigate the catalogue, enabling you to 
gain valuable insights into each project’s innovative 
approach to biodiversity conservation and to identify 
opportunities for collaboration and support.

We therefore invite you, as you read through the inno-
vative projects, to see yourself as part of these initia-
tives. May these projects inspire you to explore oppor-
tunities, move you to help spread the word, and trigger 
you to think of ways you can get involved. May they 
motivate you to reach out to the project leads to learn 
more and stay informed on progress, and perhaps urge 
you to use this as inspiration to start your own project 
or partner with these projects. It is our hope that you 
will be moved to support these projects either through 
funding or by offering partnership. To us, these are not 
just calls to action, but invitations to become active 
participants in the journey towards a more sustainable 
future, where innovation and passion pave the way for 
lasting change. Afterall, it will take the whole of the 
government and the whole of society to urgently reach 
the ambitious goals of the Biodiversity Plan For Life on 
Earth, so that we can all live in harmony with nature. 

Happy reading!

From paper to Action: 
Unveiling 10 projects shaping a sustainable future
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Framework (KMGBF) and for achieving its vision 
of ‘Living in Harmony with Nature’ by 2050.

More information on the project and its acti-
vities can be found on the project website at 
www.4post2020bd.net and on its social media 
channels https://twitter.com/4Post2020BD  
and https://www.linkedin.com/compan-
y/4post2020bd. 

The African Wildlife Foundation (AWF) is an in-
ternational conservation organisation whose task 
is to ensure that wildlife and wildlands thrive in 
a modern Africa. AWF mobilises African leaders 
at all levels, including youth leaders, to champion 
conservation actions such as the implementation 
of the KMGBF. Learn more about our work at 
www.awf.org. 
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